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advanced Price of the Necessaries of Life/* Another writer
of the same date states: " It is now no longer a Question; all
men are convinced, and see clearly, that all Taxes ... do
either immediately, mediately, or ultimately, fall upon the
Land-Holder."l The doctrine was, however, presented to the
English public for the last time, although in an alleged
translation from the French, as late as the decade imme-
diately preceding Adam Smith, in the following statement:
" Since the time of that great metaphysical legislator, Locke,
it is an acknowledged and adopted principle of all who
reflect with any perspicuity, that the weight of every tax
upon consumption, ultimately falls and sets heavy on the
proprietors of the soil." 2

1  The Axe (once more) laid to the Root of the Tree, etc.   London, 1743, p. 6.
For the full title, as well as for some other views of the author, see above, p. 53.

2 A General View of England; Respecting its Policy, Trade; Commerce, Taxes,
Debts, Produce of Land, Colonies, Manners, etc., etc.    Argumentatively stated
from the Year rdoo, to 1762,- In a Letter to A. M. L. C. D.   By M. V. D. M.
Now translated from the French, first printed in 1762.   London, 1766, p. 17.
Cf. p. 200.